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It was a few weeks ago that Pastor Tin his wife, Anh, and I sat cross-legged on a very small section 
of roughly concreted floor.  The "house", was little more than, what would be considered by Australian 
standards, a back shed.  In this area of around 3.5m by 3.5m,  a family lived out their lives.  
   

Pastor Tin Pham, Pastor Vinh-a local leader, and I  were visiting people in an under-privileged, 
Vietnamese area of Phnom Penh, Cambodia.  We talked about family, work, sickness and daily life.  
In this same area one woman was hand-washing laundry as her job.  She was pregnant and her 
husband recently died.  Her future did not look promising.  
   

As I left the country a few days later I was glad that the C&MA of Australia was able to have some 
impact in this country.  We have been able to bring both practical relief in terms of providing schooling 
for Vietnamese children but also the good news of Jesus to people in difficult circumstances.  
   

Social ministries and preaching the gospel are sometimes presented as being competing priorities.  In 
fact some have even suggested that social ministry is not something that we should be involved in.  
Yet in the gospels Jesus routinely cared for the physical needs of people by feeding and healing them 
and, not all those cared for became His disciples.  This gives a clue that Jesus was interested in 
people's physical well-being as well as their spiritual well-being.  
   

The Scripture is clear that a person cannot be saved except through a vital relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  Often the door to sharing the good news of Jesus is through caring for physical needs.  That 
is the reason that so many missionaries are involved in social ministries as well as teaching and 
preaching the gospel.  As we give a cup of water in Jesus name, we can also share the reason for the 
hope that lies within us.  
   

   

Cambodia and Philippines  
It was a joy to be able to spend a few days in Phnom Penh with Pastor and Mrs Tin Pham.  They certainly 
have their work cut out for them in this needy land.  They are involved in language study at present learning 
the Khmer language to enable them to better live in Cambodia.  They are both very busy with teaching and 
preaching aside from their language study.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Having travelled in the 
Cambodian traffic, I better 
understand why Rev Tin asked 
for prayer.  The traffic there is 
very different to Australia and the 
road rules are very, shall we say . 
. .  relaxed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev Tin and Mrs Anh Pham 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A floating school on the river 
 

 
I also had opportunity to meet with the Bells in Manila and even speak at the San Buena church.  It was a 
humbling experience to climb a ladder into a tiny "house" in the San Buena community to pray for a man for 
healing.  God has certainly opened up a door of opportunity for the Cells Alive church as they minister to that 
community.  It is true that the Philippines is by and large "reached" but those in squatter communities represent 
a huge unreached group.  The Bells are having an impact in reaching these people  
   

It was good to meet with the team who are serving the Southern Philippines.  I was there for a review 
of the ministry which went very well. During the visit I had first hand opportunity to see what God was 
doing through the work there.  The fish farm and Scripture translation are integral parts of this work 
serving the people in the Southern Philippines.  The C&MA of Australia have the privilege of 
supporting believers in Jesus in this culturally very different part of the world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cells Alive Manila Seventh Anniversary                                                                                                            

 

Roger Lang and I had the privilege of attending the seventh anniversary of the Cells Alive Christian 
Fellowship Manila recently.  It was a joy to see what God has done over the years through this 
church.  A government official addressed the church congratulating it on its impact in the community.  
  
The Ereses and the Bells continue to have a very powerful ministry in Cells Alive and in the new San Buena 
church working in a squatter community. 
 
 
 
 

RJ - Roland Lumawag's Son  

I sent out a request for prayer to some of you a while back for RJ, Roland Lumawag's son.  Roland is 
the Regional Coordinator for the Asia-Pacific region of the Alliance World Fellowship.  RJ had 
experienced some chronic health issues with his back that required medical treatment.  A number of 
people supported this need financially. 
  

Roland asked me to pass on that on behalf of his whole family, they deeply appreciate your sacrificial 
giving and the demonstration of concern and support in time of need. He said "may the good Lord 
richly bless you all".   He went on to say that RJ is now doing very well. He said that over the past 
weeks he was no longer experiencing back pain. However, he is still undergoing therapy. Praise God 
for His wonderful way of healing RJ's slip disc. 
   

 

 

 

  


